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1 Cars: American style
American English has many
different words to describe a car.
Match the American term on the left
with the British term on the right.

American

British

windshield

petrol tank

fender

bonnet

brake lights

windscreen

hood

tyre

gas tank

indicators

blinkers

wing

tire

rear lights

2 Class reunion
You just went to your class reunion. Below is an e-mail to an English exchange student who
couldn’t make it. Fill in the blanks describing how the students and teachers have changed.
Class reunion

Dear Helen,
I’ve just returned from our class reunion. Too bad you couldn’t make it. You wouldn’t
believe how much some people have changed. I know you remember Thomas. He’s
even ___________________ (good)-looking than he was before, if you can imagine
that. His new wife, however, is ___________________ (beautiful) than Cindy
Crawford :-(. And Mr Hardt, our old Chemistry teacher, has become even
___________________ (round) and his beard is even ___________________ (long).
You remember Helga, don’t you. She looks much ___________________ (happy)
now than when we were in school. And Ann looks much ___________________
(good). She was wearing something ___________________ (up-to-date), rather than
that worn-out, second-hand stuff she used to wear.
And what about me? Well, I’m ___________________ (old), maybe a little bit
___________________ (wise) and not at all ___________________ (rich). I don’t know
if I’m ___________________ (good)-looking. I have a new boyfriend, though. More
on that later ;-).

c

Bye for now
Alexandra

3 The present perfect with ‘since’ and ‘for’
You use the present perfect to talk about things which began in the past and continue up to the
moment of speaking. Using the cues below, write sentences using the present perfect with
‘since’ or ‘for’. For more help, check the Looking at language box on page 27.
Example: (I, play, Guitar, 20 years) I have played the guitar for 20 years.
1. (we, live, Leipzig, May 2000) _____________________________________________________
2. (I, work, BMW, over seven years) _____________________________________________________
3. (she, study, USA, 1999) _____________________________________________________
4. (they, drive, Italy, every summer, 1980) _____________________________________________________
5. (he, smoke, 15 years) _____________________________________________________
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